
 

Parish Council News for inclusion in April 2020 Shroton Lines V2 

 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) - News and updates from Dorset Council  
Please check the regular updates from Dorset Council, County Councillor Jane Somper (Beacon 
Ward) and other national & local agencies which are shown on the Parish website: 
www.shroton.org  on the News and Announcements page.  Please would the organisers and 
volunteers of any help, assistance and support within the Parish, contact the Parish Clerk 
iwernecourteny@dorset-aptc.gov.uk to update relevant news for Parish information. 
 
Recycling centre closures and bin collections during COVID-19 
Details concerning the closure of household recycling centres (HRC’s, ‘the tip’ or ‘the dump’ during 
COVID-19 and guidance on how to use kerbside collection services are on the Parish website with a 
news link www.shroton.org – News and Announcements page. 
 
The Government has issued the following information on closure of public spaces: 
Closing non-essential shops and public spaces.  Last week, the Government ordered certain 
businesses - including pubs, cinemas and theatres - to close. The Government is now extending 
this requirement to a further set of businesses and other venues, including: 

• all non-essential retail stores - this will include clothing and electronics stores; hair, beauty and 
nail salons; and outdoor and indoor markets, excluding food markets. 

• libraries, community centres, and youth centres. 
• indoor and outdoor leisure facilities such as bowling alleys, arcades and soft play facilities. 
• communal places within parks, such as playgrounds, sports courts and outdoor gyms. 
• places of worship, except for funerals attended by immediate families. 
• hotels, hostels, bed and breakfasts, campsites, caravan parks, and boarding houses for 

commercial/leisure use (excluding permanent residents and key workers). 
 

Parish Council business 
The Parish Council recognises that urgent decisions may arise between scheduled meetings and 
therefore has defined a policy to ensure that the Parish Council is managed effectively during these 
unprecedented times.  A copy of the Scheme of Delegation (the policy) is on the Parish website – 
Council Papers www.shroton.org - and the Parish noticeboard (Cricketers).  The council’s Standing 
Orders will be amended in due course to record the date of consultation between the Clerk and 
Councillors and the agreed resolution of 18 March 2020, which will be retrospectively ratified at the 
next full meeting of the council. 
 
COVID-19 - Cold Callers Advice from Dorset Police – full article with links on Parish website 
Unfortunately, there may be some who will take advantage of the current situation, so we are 
urging everyone to continue to be vigilant in regards to cold callers both on the phone and at the 
doorstep.   In particular please be wary of anyone coming door-to-door and offering to do shopping 
– there are many community groups springing up and most will be genuine, but make sure that you 
can verify they are legitimate. You should pre-arrange payment directly with the shop and not pay 
cash or give bank details to the person delivering your shopping.   In these uncertain times it is 
important to maintain our usual vigilance with cold callers, so please if you are not expecting a 
caller don’t open the door and if you must open the door always use your door chain. 
 



We are also advised that the public and businesses are being increasingly targeted with emails, 
texts, phone calls and WhatsApp messages offering advice and treatment for the coronavirus, as 
well as setting up fake websites selling products and offering ‘cures’ or for donations for victims.  
 

• Be sceptical if you receive an email, text or WhatsApp message about the coronavirus, and 
never click on attachments or links. 

• Never provide personal data such as your full name, your address or date of birth – scammers 
can use this information to steal your identity. 

• Don’t be pressured into donating money, and never make donations by cash or gift card, or 
send money through transfer agents such as Western Union or MoneyGram. 

• Never give out bank details or PIN numbers to cold callers. 
• Don’t be pressurised into making a quick decision. 

 

If you think you’ve been the victim of a scam, then speak to your bank immediately and report 
any fraud to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040. You can also call the Citizens Advice consumer 
helpline on 0808 223 1133. 
 

COVID 19 - The need to distance and access to Ranston Land on Hambledon 

Message from Mr James Gibson Fleming 
 

Dear Chairman of the Parish Council, 
 

In the light of events I have decided to create a temporary permissive access over an area that forms 
the Ranston Estate land on Hambledon as defined by the attached map.  Map on the Parish website 
www.shroton.org (news & announcements) and displayed on the Parish Noticeboard 
(Cricketers bus-stop). 
With a larger number of people in the village - working from home, children not at school and London 
refugees moved into family homes in the village, there are clearly going to be more people taking 
exercise and getting fresh air.  I hope that by making this offer of greater access for walkers (or 
runners!) it will enable people to spread out and keep their distance at much greater than the 
Government recommended >2m.  I should stress that these are not prepared routes and so 
everyone should take extra care to avoid holes, other hazards and pooh traps.  I fear that the 
current restrictions to everyone’s freedoms, that seem to increase daily, are likely to get worse before 
we see the peak of the virus. Hopefully, this will be a small scrap of help and I just ask that everyone 
abides by the rules on the attached map.   With best wishes for a safe outcome for all. 

 

LK 24 March 2020 
Parish Clerk 
Iwernecourtney@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  


